John Warren Hunter, 1904-1993

Born John Warren Hunter on Nov. 11, 1904, in London, Kimble County, Texas, he dropped his first name and became widely known as Warren Hunter. His father, John Marvin Hunter, was an itinerant printer who worked for newspapers throughout West Texas, New Mexico and Arizona before settling in Bandera, Texas where he published the Bandera New Era from 1921 to 1935 and the Bandera Bulletin from 1945 until his death in 1957. He established the Frontier Times magazine in 1923 and founded the Frontier Times Museum in 1927.

Warren Hunter graduated from Bandera High School in 1923. With the help of his father, he printed the Harper Herald in Harper, Texas, for 10 years and then moved to Chicago to attend the Chicago Art Institute. While attending the institute, he was commissioned to paint a portrait of Jeff Hamilton, Sam Houston’s servant, which hangs in the San Jacinto Monument Museum, and he painted a mural for the Post Office in Alice, Texas.

He returned to San Antonio in 1939 and worked as a commercial artist at an advertising firm until World War II, when he served as a civilian cartographer for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Fort Sam Houston. Later during the war, he went to Washington D.C. to the World Map Indices Section and served in the U.S. Office of Strategic Services (OSS), a forerunner of the CIA.

After the war, he worked as a freelance illustrator in New York before returning to San Antonio in 1946 and opening his art school in La Villita. He worked as a book illustrator and designer in addition to painting scenes of Texas. In 1972, the American Artist Professional League awarded him a Distinguished Service Award.

His paintings hang in the Alamo and at the San Jacinto Monument, and his works are included in collections at the Smithsonian Institution and the White House. He also did art work for Southwest Research Institute for more than 25 years. A traditional realist, his watercolors, oils and etchings depict the scenes of Texas.

He taught at the Hunter School of Art in San Antonio, which first opened in La Villita in 1946 and later moved to 810 Brooklyn St., and was the first dean of the San Antonio Art Institute, which was on the grounds of the McNay Art Museum.

His students included local artists Donald Yena, Joe Lopez, Finis Collins, Raul Guttierez, Jacqui von Honts, Vie Dunn-Harr, Susie Short and Nellie Gill.

Hunter  continued to teach until his death on May 5, 1993, when his car was swept-up by rising flood waters and he drowned near Olmos Park.

Hunter was married to Helen Celine Fielden, a former student, who attained notoriety as a fashion illustrator for Joseph Magnin of San Francisco and Frost Bros. in San Antonio. She designed decorative items for Faroy of Houston and other clients. The Hunters made their home at 18502 Hillside in the Scenic Loop Playground from 1962 until the end of their lives.

 Warren Hunter was honored with a Texas Historical Commission Historical Marker at the Frontier Times Museum in Bandera, Texas where he was raised.
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Alice, Jim Wells County, Texas Post Office mural by Warren Hunter.
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Western painting by Warren Hunter.
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Watercolor of Arneson River Theater, San Antonio, by Warren Hunter.
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Hunter School of Art, 810 Brooklyn Avenue, San Antonio, TX.
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Typical signature of artist Warren Hunter
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Oil on canvas by Warren Hunter.

