           MATTIE L. BROOKS   1894-1972
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               Miss Mattie L. Brooks circa 1940

Mattie L Brooks was born to Augustus Jordan Brooks (VA, 1849-1916) and Woodville “Woodie” Anne Smith (Bastrop, TX.)  
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       Augustus Jordan Brooks  1849-1916
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       Anne Woodville “Woodie” Smith   
Mattie was born 20 Feb 1894 in Wichita Falls, Archer, TX.  She was raised in San Antonio and received her Bachelor’ degree from the University of Texas, her Master’s from Incarnate Word and a B.S. is Library Science from Our Lady of the Lake.  She was the librarian at Thomas Jefferson High School in San Antonio. Her siblings were:

Augustus Smith Brooks
Preston Paul Brooks

India Brooks Smith

Sarah Brooks Martin

She purchased 40 acres of land from J. S. McNeel on  Dec 15, 1930. The property is known today as La Escondida. It included land on the valley floor as well as clifftop land accessible through McNeel Park. In 1931 an easement was given through the old Miguel Menchaca property from Miss Brooks’ property to connect with a road in the the recently formed McNeel Park. The easement is referred to as Brooks-McNeel Road on some plats. Another easement was given through the Frank Feille property to Scenic Loop Road. This latter easement is most likely what we know today as Escondida Road or ran parallel to today’s road.
In 1935 Mattie Brooks conveyed the 40 acre property to her brother, Preston Paul Brooks of Karnes County, TX and later re-conveyed his ½ interest in the 25 acre parcel atop the bluff to him. In October of 1960 Preston Brooks sold the entire parcel to Cornelius Powers Autrey and wife Nell.
Miss Brooks married later in life to a widowed school principal in Austin and divided her time between rural property her husband had acquired near Marble Falls and their home in Austin where she died in 1972 at the age of 78.
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