
H. E. Hildebrand

Henry Elbert Hildebrand died Nov. 14, 1931, at the relatively young age of 64, but he had fulfilled enough business and civic roles to occupy several lifetimes. He was, local chairman of the Democrat Party and was influential in bringing its state convention to San Antonio in 1906. Hildebrand was active in political and civic affairs, according to his obituary in the San Antonio Express, Nov. 15, 1931. A resident of San Antonio since 1886, he would have been well-known to many and a suitable namesake for a city street that seemed likely to grow in importance. (Hildebrand Avenue)
As president of the city's Chamber of Commerce in 1903 and 1904, he was largely responsible for the MKT Railroad constructing a direct line to San Antonio.  Hildebrand also served as clerk of the Fourth Court of Appeals, a district judge on the exemption board of the Western District of Texas during World War I and promoted the federal government's expansion of Fort Sam Houston.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a businessman, he had interests in an abstract company, the Alta Vista dairy, Southern Transfer and Storage and a real-estate firm, Requa & Hildebrand. He also was a chief developer of Laurel Heights and the Scenic Loop. On the civic side, he was a director of the Kiwanis Club and the San Antonio Board of Realtors, president of the Business Men's Club and of the Battle of Flowers Commission. His brother, Ira Polk Hildebrand was a prominent San Antonio attorney who ultimately was named Dean of the University of Texas Law School.
As the Scenic Loop Playground Club development, a project of Requa & Hildebrand began to take shape, Hildebrand selected a site abutting Helotes Creek just north of the Grey Moss Inn as the spot for his own country cottage. Within five months of the opening of Scenic Loop Playground in 1929, Hildebrand announced that he had sold his cottage to a Mr. Tom C. Thornton of California, a prominent businessman.


